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The Lone Star Chapter 124 is headquartered in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex and has been searching 
for interesting projects to get more public exposure.  We believe that this restoration project is our first 
step in meeting that goal.  Grapevine, Texas is located in the center of the Dallas-Ft.Worth Metroplex 
and has a tremendous tourist draw of over 200,000 people annually; in addition, the Chapter has used 
the Grapevine FoundersΩ Building across the parking lot from the Street Clock to hold meetings and 
education classes for the past five years.   
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The Street Clock when it was in 
Smithville, Texas 

Grapevine Street Clock Project 
A NAWCC Lone Star Chapter 124 Restoration Project 

 
Summary 
In 1995, an O.B. McClintock Street Clock was the pride of the City of Smithville, Texas when a 
garbage truck made a wide turn at an intersection and ran over it doing major damage to the 
frame, pedestal, dials and mechanisms.  The clock was then given to one of Lone Star Chapter 
124Ωǎ members who donated it to the Chapter in 2009, with the commitment that it would be 
restored and displayed in a public place in the Dallas/Ft. Worth Metroplex.  The Chapter Board 
accepted the clock and a restoration team was established to complete the project, which was 
a major challenge considering the condition of the clock and that the restoration was 
completed in one year.  
 

History 
The known history of the clock goes back to the mid-1960s when Byron White, a member of 
Chapter 124, purchased the Street clock from a Savings & Loan in Olney, Texas; the clock did 
not have a separate master clock, but was timed 
by an electrical motor/controller that drove four 
slave units.  Prior to that date, the clockΩs legacy 
is not known.  
 
After Byron purchased the clock, he moved it to 
Pantego, TX, (just southwest of DFW Airport) to 
the Bible Church parking lot where he worshiped.  
The clock remained in the church parking lot until 
1994 when the church decided it was no longer 
needed, so Byron took it back and stored it on his 
drive-way. 
 
In 1995, ByronΩǎ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ-in-law was on the City 
Council of Smithville, Texas and the City was 
getting ready to celebrate its 100th anniversary.  
Byron offered the clock to the City and they 
accepted it.  The advertising panels were changed 
ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ά{ƳƛǘƘǾƛƭƭŜ 9ǎǘΦ муфрΣέ and the Vietnam 
Veterans also did some work on the outside of 
the case.  Shortly afterward, the clock was 
installed and dedicated on a median where three 

streets intersected. 
 
The Clock and a Garbage Truck Collide 
In 2005, a garbage truck made a wide turn and crossed into the median where the clock was 
mounted and wiped it out. Major damage was done to the frame, dials, movements and 
pedestal.  Again Byron was called because the City decided the clock was totaled and they no 
longer needed it.  Later, the City settled an insurance claim with the garbage truck company. 
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The McClintock clock after the garbage truck crashed into it in Smithville, Texas. 
Upper Left: The clock frame structure was bent and warped 
Upper Right:  The copper door panels were warped and all dials were broken and one panel survived 
Middle Left:  Example of broken dials 
Middle Right: Bonnet was bent and warped 
Lower Left: Top part of frame was badly bent and registers were mangled 
Lower Center: The copper bonnet and skirt were badly damaged 
Lower right: Dent in lower part of the pedestal 

 


